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I am happy to note that Dr. K. Ghanasydmala Prasdda
Rao, Head of the Department of Sanskrit, S.K.B.R. College,
Amaldpuram, has been publishing his work, "Agastya Pandita's
Bdlabharata - A critical study', for which Ph.D. degree was awarded
to him.

The study is very well executed. It is one of the most absorb-
ing studies that I have ever come accross. It gives, in well-arranged
chapters, a systematic presentation of the details on the author,
the work, characterisation, sentiments, style, figures of speech, eth-
ical message and literary influences on and of the work. It has set
a model for the study of a Mahakdvya in Sanskrit. The notable
part of the discussion on the author is devoted to the question
of identity between Agastya and Vidydndtha. The chapter on the
work highlights the author's capacity in epitomising the story of
the Mahdbhdrata into an absorbing piece of poetic art. The rest of
the chapters present a study of the characters, sentiments, poetic ex-
cellences of the poem. I commend the ability of Dr. Ghanasydmala
Prasdda Rao in applying the principles of literary criticism in San-
skrit to the various aspects of the study of a Mahdkdvya. I hope
most sincerely that the scholars in the field of Sankrit would wel-
come this study with appreciation.
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